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of the Caribbean islands against invasion, and it
was in large measure the very sacrifice of so many
American soldiers that induced the study of trop-
ical diseases. In 1898 it could hardly be expected
that the American command, inexperienced and
eager for action, should have recognized the mos-
quito as the carrier of yellow fever and the real
enemy, or should have realized the necessity of
protecting the soldiers by inoculation against
typhoid fever.

Fixed as was the determination to send an army
into Cuba at the earliest possible moment, there
had been a wide diversity of opinion as to what
should be the particular objective. General Miles
wavered between the choice of the island of Porto
Rico and Puerto Principe, a city in the interior and
somewhat east of the middle of Cuba; the Depart-
ment hesitated between Tunas on the south coast of
Cuba, within touch of the insurgents, and Mariel
on the north, the seizure of which would be.the
first step in a siege of Havana. The situation at
Santiago, however, made that city the logical ob-
jectiveof the troops, and ontheSlstof May, General
Shafter was ordered to be prepared to move. On
the 7th of June he was ordered to sail with "not
less than 10,000 men," but an alarming, though